
4TH MEETING OF

FUNGAL INFECTIONS STUDY FORUM

MEETINGMINUTES

MEETING DATE: 13.11.2014
MEETING LOCATION: ITC HOTEL, KOLKATA



Attendees

Meeting started at 1.00 pm on 13.11.2014 at ITC Hotel, Kolkata
At the start of the meeting the members again expressed their concern for not having full
attendance in the board meeting. They requested the Chairman to appeal to all members for their
attendance so that important decisions are taken with the confidence of all members.
(Action: Dr. Chakrabarti will write to all members requesting their presence in the board
meeting)

Recap of the last meeting
The minutes of the last FISF meeting (held at Bhopal on 27.04.2014) already circulated along
with the action taken report were placed before the members. Members approved the minutes
and action taken report.
Certain issues were highlighted during discussion

 The members appreciated the effort of Dr. Pradip Bhattacharyya for organizing the CME
at Bhopal in April 2014. The CME was successful in drawing attention of the target
audience regarding the challenges in fungal infection, educating them and in highlighting
the role of FISF trust.

 Regarding the transfer of the rupees one lakh saved from CME held at Lucknow, Dr
Shivaprakash informed that he is in touch with the concerned persons at Delhi who can
help to add the clause on income tax exemption in the FISF registration certificate.

(Action: Dr. Shivaprakash as above)

S.N. Name Place Present
1 Dr. Arunaloke Chakrabarti Chandigarh Yes
2 Dr. Prakash Shastri Delhi Yes
3 Dr. Subhash Varma Chandigarh Yes
4 Dr. M. R. Shivaprakash Chandigarh Yes
5 Dr. A.K. Baronia Lucknow Yes
6 Dr. Subhash Todi Kolkata Yes
7 Dr. Pradip Bhattacharya Bhopal No
8 Dr. Randeep Guleria Delhi Yes
9 Dr. O. C. Abraham Vellore No
10 Dr. Lavanya Nutankalva Hyderabad Yes
11 Dr. Atul Patel Ahmadabad Yes
12 Dr. Tanu Singhal Mumbai No
13 Dr. Purnima Parthasarathy Bangalore Yes
14 Dr. Ram Gopalakrishnan Chennai No
15 Dr. Shirish Prayag Pune Yes
16 Dr. Rajeev Soman Mumbai Yes



FISF website
All the members appreciated the efforts of Dr. Pradip Bhattacharyya for maintaining the website
well. To improve the website Dr. Pradip might incorporate the suggestions already made by
members at the Bhopal meeting. Dr. Subhash Todi requested all the members to contribute more
educational materials to enrich the website. Members provided further inputs to improve the
website.

 The home page of the website needs modification. Dr Todi informed that Dr. Pradeep
has already taken initiation to change the look of the home page of website.

 The Newsletter that would be prepared should be displayed on the website.
 Abstracts of Indian literature on the fungal infections and interesting papers published

form India may be displayed on the website.
 Interesting Indian data such as abstract of the CIDSCON, compendium of critical care

etc. may also be included in the website after taking permission from concerned
authority.

 Dr. Arvind Baronia volunteered to take responsibility for including the Indian
literature in the website.

 Dr. Lavanya promised that she would bring out the first issue of E-newsletter before
15th February 2015.

 It was decided that the educational material for the newsletter such as case reports and
clinical pearls should be contributed from all the members. Dr. Purnima promised to
provide the date of international literature whereas Dr. A Chakrabarti promised to
provide the clinical pathological correlation (CPC’s) of PGIMER on fungal infections.

(Action: Dr. Pradip, Dr. Arvind, Dr. Lavanya, Dr. Purnima and Dr. Arunaloke as above)

Mycology Master class Report
Dr. Subhash Todi made a brief presentation on the arrangements and the programme of the
Mycology master class. He asserted that a total of 85 faculty including eleven international
speakers were invited for the Masterclass. Nearly 300 delegates had registered. He also
highlighted that he would provide the CD’s of the last years presentations made at the FISF
meeting and the book on epidemiology of fungal infections in Asia entitled “Eastern Frontiers of
Fungal Infections” edited by Arunaloke Chakrabarti to the delegates as registration material. He
estimated that ~ 62 lakhs would be raised for the Masterclass and approximate expenditure
would be around 30-35 lakhs.
(Action: Dr. Todi to provide the detail report in the next meeting)

Mucormycosis Study protocol
Dr. Atul Patel presented the mucormycosis study protocol. Each aspect of the study protocol was
discussed separately. After thorough deliberation, the following decisions were made.

 To reframe the title of study
 Instead of using the term ‘treatment guidelines’ it should be ‘National guidelines’
 For epidemiological study an attempt should be made to define denominator.
 Identification and /or confirmation of the Mucorales and antifungal susceptibility

testing might be done at PGIMER, Chandigarh
 Data collection on therapy before and after the diagnosis should be included.
 Delay in diagnosis should be recorded
 In addition to the proven cases, isolation of Mucorales from non-sterile samples (like

isolation of Mucorales or detection of aseptate hyphae in sputum or BAL) in
pulmonary mucormycosis might be included as probable cases.



 Patients who leaves against medical advise (LAMA) should also be included in the
study.

 Dr Atul Patel promised to prepare the case report form (CRF) by the end of 2014.
 Dr . Arvind Baronia informed that he would inform the participation of SGPGI,

Lucknow after having discussion with his faculty colleagues.
 It was decided that Rs. 20,000 would be given as contingencies to the participating

centers if it is required, and Rs. 2000 for each case enrolled after submission of
required data and transferring the isolate to PGIMER for identification.

(Action: Dr. Atul Patel)

Invasive candidiasis in non-neutropenic study protocol -
Dr A. K Baronia presented the study protocol. All the members including Dr. Baronia agreed
that the planned protocol would be very cumbersome especially to study colonization. Hence the
study plan was dropped temporarily.
Dr. A. Chakrabarti proposed a plan the study on intra-abdominal candidiasis. After thorough
deliberation it was agreed to plan a study on Candida peritonitis and pancreatitis. Dr. Baronia
agreed to take up the study as coordinator. To begin with a pilot study would be planned
including the centers of PGI, AIIMS, Gangaram, PD Hinduja and SGPGI.
(Action: Dr. Arvind Baronia)

Future course of action of FISF
New members: As decided earlier it was reiterated to maintain the status of the new members as
‘Advisory members of FISF’ - a temporary member in the capacity of advising the board and
would not have any direct right to participate in the trust activities. These members might be
invited to conduct collaborative research, as a faculty of the conferences etc. It was also agreed
that responsibility of those advisory member should be defined. Particular clause may be made
and role of each of those members may be displayed on our website to prevent any confusion.
(Action: Dr. Pradip to mention the details of the Advisory member on the website)

Master Class: It was decided that the Master class would be conducted once in two years and a
regional meeting every year. Dr Rajeev Soman agreed to organize the next Master class in 2016
at Mumbai. Dr. Lavanya agreed to organize the one-day regional meet of FISF at Hyderabad
during November 2015.
(Action: Dr. Rajeev Soman and Dr. Lavanya)

Board meeting: It was proposed to hold the next board meeting during April 2015 at Delhi
looking at the convenience of majority members. Dr. Prakash Shastri will organize it in
consultation with Dr. Guleria.
(Action: Dr. Chakrabarti would liaise with Dr. Shastri for holding this meeting)

Meeting concluded at 5.30pm


